Congress of the Wnited States

Washinoton, BE 20515
February 26, 2004

The Honorable Jim Nussle The Honorable John Spratt
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on the Budget Committee on the Budget
309 Cannon HOB 214 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Nussle and Ranking Member Spratt:

We are writing to express our opposition to any language in the fiscal year 2005 budget
resolution that assumes revenue from drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge or open-
ended reconciliation instructions to the Resources Committee that would facilitate opening the Arctic
Refuge. For the past three budgets, you have chosen not to legislate on the Arctic Refuge in the
context of trying to agree on a budget. We ask you to continue to follow that wise path.

As you know, the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is currently protected
against additional oil and gas exploration or development. Nevertheless, the Bush Administration
continues to send Congress a budget that authorizes an auction of oil and gas leases within the
boundaries of the Refuge, specifically within the area that defines one of the most magnificent
and rare unspoiled ecosystems in the world, This proposal would sacrifice the pristine nature of
this existing wilderness for a limited supply of oil and an increase in federal receipts of a little
more than a billion dollars.

Because of the unique nature of this natural treasure, Congress in 1980 prohibited oil and gas
exploration or production on the coastal plain of the Refuge. The majority of Americans has
consistently opposed repealing these protections. Because of this widespread opposition, we
believe it would be imprudent to assume any new revenue from this source at this time.

The Budget Resolution was designed to ensure that important fiscal matters be debated and
decided swifily, so as to ensure the budgetary health of our government. It is simply not
appropriate to attach such a major policy decision to the budget debate, therefore preventing
members from publicly and thoroughly debating this issue. The future of the Arctic Refuge is
not, by any stretch of the imagination, a matter that is fundamental to the budgetary health of this
country. Rather, it is a major policy question that was eliminated from the final conference report
of the Energy Security Act of 2003 last fall. Its budgetary impacts are merely incidental to the
sweeping and precedent-setting impact of industrializing this pristine national treasure.

We recognize that you are confronted with a difficult task in crafting the fiscal year 2005 budget.
Unfortunately, the Resources Committee has indicated that, if instructed in the budget resolution
to reduce mandatory spending under its jurisdiction, the Committee would respond by passing
legislation to open the Arctic Refuge to oil and gas development. This was made very clearin a
letter to you from Resources Committee Chairman Richard Pombo on October 2, 2003. The
effort to reduce wasteful spending should not be used to facilitate drilling in the Arctic Refuge.
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We strongly urge you to reject any requests to assume revenue from drilling activity in the Arctic
Refuge or reconciliation instructions that could facilitate drilling there. Drilling is prohibited
under current law and widely opposed throughout America. If the law ever changes, there will be
adequate time to incorporate new assumptions regarding federal revenue from this source in

subsequent budgets.
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Edward Markey
Steny Hoyer
Dale Kildee
Peter DeFazio
George Miller
Lane Evans
Melvin L. Watt
Gary Ackerman
Lynn Woolsey
Sander Levin
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John Dingell
Nita Lowey
Sherrod Brown
Jerrold Nadlier
Maurice Hinchey
Earl Blumenauer
Patrick Kennedy
Steve Israel
Adam Schiff
Adam Smith
Anna Eshoo
Rush Holt
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Ed Case

John Olver

Jim McDermott
Susan Davis
Loretta Sanchez
Vic Snyder
Wiliam Delahunt
Robert Wexler
Zoe Lofgren
Jose Serrano
Gerald Kleczka
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Narncy Pelosi
Robert Menendez
Richard Neal
Rick Boucher
Michael McNulty
Bernie Sanders
Jim Moran
Barney Frank
Eliot Engel

Peter Deutsch

Robert Matsui
Carolyn Maloney
Maxine Waters
Luis Gutierrez
Jane Harman
Louise Slaughter
Joseph Hoeffel
Jay Inslee

Tim Ryan

Pete Stark

Jim Langevin
Anthony Weiner

Chris Van Hollen
Raul Grijalva
Brad Miller

Julia Carson
Grace Napolitano
Mike Honda
Shelley Berkley
Michael Michaud
Barbara Lee

Tom Allen
Howard Berman
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Henry Waxman

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Peter Visclosky
Tom Udall

Elijah Cummings
Hilda Solis
Frank Palione, Jr.
Ben Cardin
Charles Rangel
Tim Holden
Robert Andrews
Jerry Costello
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Rahm Emanuel

Danny Davis
Stephanie Tubbs Jones
Jim Davis
Stephen Lynch
Lloyd Doggett
Sam Farr

Ron Kind

Bill Pascrell
John Tierney
David Scott
Brad Sherman
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Sheila Jackson-Lee

Bart Gordon
Rosa Del.auro
Tom Lantios
Timothy Bishop
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Martin Frost
Martin Meehan
Ellen Tauscher
Bob Etheridge
Steve Rothman
Mike Doyle
Alcee Hastings
Martin Sabo
Marcy Kaptur
Corinne Brown
Lucille Roybal-Allard
Dennis Kucinich

David Wu

Linda Sanchez
Jan Schakowsky
Joseph Crowley
Carolyn McCarthy
Betty McCollum
Karen McCarthy
Diana DeGette
Lois Capps
Harold Ford, Jr.
Dennis Moore
Mark Udall

Bob Filner
Chaka Fattah
Donald Payne
David Price



